scientifically, and whilst we are as anxious as any to uphold our national reputation, we must candidly avow that France can boast of a body of scientific men, which would shed a lustre on the brig-litest era of civilized nations.
Her institutions are, we speak advisedly, preferable to our own?they breathe a more liberal spirit, and encourage a more generous emulation. We are too much a people of shopkeepers.
We shall take all possible opportunities of laying before our readers the substance of the best French works that appear, and we venture to hope that our plan will not be unproductive of benefit. We cannot carry it into full operation in the present number, but shall merely content ourselves with a glance at one or two recent publications.
That now before us is the production of the Royal Academy of Medicine.
It contains &n elaborate paper by M.Breschet, which we will notice more at length bye-and-bye, and memoirs from the pen of MM. Lisfranc, llicord, Duchesne, and other gentlemen. The paper to which we will first direct attention is by M. Ricord, surgeon to the Hopital des Vendriens, and purPorts to be founded on some facts which he has observed in that institution.
^re shall proceed to the consideration of the paper with as little preface as Possible.
It would be impertinent in us to tell our readers that the venereal disease 's surrounded with difficulties; they well know that. But it might appear m?re startling to some were we to assert that the late investigations on the non-administration of mercury have been productive of much general delusion. Yet, startling as it may appear, such we believe to be the fact. Yes 6. In some of those with whom the secretion was reddish it sometimes became bloody; the reddest parts were then deficient in epithelium, and there was erosion of the mucous membrane; most frequently, however, these erosions gave rise to a purulent secretion.
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